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by Pastor Peter Plagenz 

How many Easter celebrations have you attended in your whole 
life?  How many times have you said those familiar words, “He’s risen 
indeed! Alleluia!” How many times have you sung those cherished 
Easter hymns? Jesus Christ Is Risen Today or I Know That My Redeem-
er Lives? If you’ve been attending church from young on, those num-
bers may be rather high. 

And what a blessing that would be! To have that many opportuni-
ties to recognize and celebrate the resurrection of our Lord! To have 
this truth so close to our hearts and minds for so many years!  

Yet the heart of this blessing is not immune to the devil’s attacks—
his attempts to turn this cherished truth into something that’s rather 
old or stale. What a prize it would be if he could convince just one per-
son that Jesus’ resurrection is just that, stale. He would rejoice if one 
were to wonder, “How important is Easter anyway? There is still so 
much that Jesus did and taught—things we can apply to our own lives. 
Is Easter ultimately necessary?” 

This would not be the first time Satan has used this trick on God’s 
people. There were believers in Corinth who became convinced that 
for anyone to rise from the dead would be impossible. After all, that’s 
one thing that goes beyond our understanding of life and human exist-
ence, one thing that science can’t duplicate or explain. And so the de-
tails of Easter fell by the wayside.  

continued on page 2 
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I KNOW THAT MY REDEEMER LIVES 
Continued from page 1 

Enter Paul. He quickly remind-
ed them, “For I delivered to you 
as of first importance what I also 
received: that Christ died for our 
sins in accordance with the Scrip-
tures, that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day in ac-
cordance with the Scriptures” (1 
Corinthians 15:3,4). More than any 
of the instructions regarding wor-
ship, relationships , or lifestyles, 
all of which he outlines in that let-
ter, he needed them to know the 
facts about Jesus. And the founda-
tion of that was his resurrection. 
“But in fact Christ has been raised 
from the dead” (1 Corinthians 
15:20).  

Those facts of Jesus’ life and 

the single fact of his resurrection 
carry huge implications! “If Christ 
has not been raised, our preach-
ing is pointless, and your faith is 
pointless too… If Christ has not 
been raised, your faith is futile; 
you are still in your sins” (1 Corin-
thians 15:14,17). Our entire faith, 
hope, and existence as Christians 
rests on this foundation: Christ 
lives! 

And from that little phrase 
comes so much more! From that 
little phrase comes our victory 
over the grave; the source of our 
love in this life now; heavenly in-
tercessions; comfort and assur-
ance in any fear, trouble, or tears; 
our every breath; an ever-present 

friend; and a heavenly mansion.  

This truth literally changes our 
entire lives. Let this be engraved 
on stone! Let this be impressed on 
my heart day after day, month af-
ter month, year after year! 

So in your Easter celebration 
this year, whether it’s your first or 
your fiftieth, I want you to do 
something you may have not done 
before. This year in between all 
the egg hunts and family pictures, 
I want you to stop at some point 
and, in a quiet moment of prayer, 
meditate on this fact: Christ actu-
ally rose from the dead; he’s still 
living; and because he rose, I will 
too. † 

1. I know that my Redeemer lives!  
 What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 
 He lives, he lives, who once was dead;  
 he lives, my ever-living head! 
 
2.  He lives triumphant from the grave;  
 he lives eternally to save; 
 he lives all-glorious in the sky;  
 he lives exalted there on high. 
 
3.  He lives to bless me with his love;  
 he lives to plead for me above; 
 he lives my hungry soul to feed;  
 he lives to help in time of need. 
 
4.  He lives to grant me rich supply;  
 he lives to guide me with his eye; 
 he lives to comfort me when faint;  
 he lives to hear my soul's complaint. 

5.  He lives to silence all my fears;  
 he lives to wipe away my tears; 
 he lives to calm my troubled heart;  
 he lives all blessings to impart. 
 
6.  He lives, my kind, wise, heav'nly friend;  
 he lives and loves me to the end; 
 he lives, and while he lives, I’ll sing;  
 he lives, my Prophet, Priest, and King. 
 
7.  He lives and grants me daily breath;  
 he lives, and I shall conquer death; 
 he lives my mansion to prepare;  
 he lives to bring me safely there. 
 
8.  He lives, all glory to his name!  
 He lives, my Savior, still the same. 
 Oh, the sweet joy this sentence gives:  
 I know that my Redeemer lives! 

I Know That My Redeemer Lives (CW 441) 
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“The third and final reason for 
all these false christs is that our 
current culture is suspicious of 
claims of objective truth. [In our 
culture,] what is true for one per-
son might not be true for another 
person—truth is relative because 
it varies from person to person. 
Practically speaking…everyone 
can have whatever view of Jesus 
they want; everyone is right, for 
there are no objective rules.” 

We know who the real Jesus 
is—what he has done, how he 
speaks to us, and what he promis-
es to do for us—this study will 
help us not lose sight of him in the 
midst of all that the world throws 
at us. Please join us at the Sunday 
Bible Class to learn more about 
the one who lived, died, and rose 
to set us free from the power of 
death and the shame of sin. † 

“How did these false christs 
come to be in the first place? For 
starters, we live in a culture that 
offers an abundance of choices 
and exalts everyone’s personal 
free will—we are encouraged to 
do what we want, whenever we 
want. We are told that we are mas-
ters and commanders of our lives. 
This leads us to try and individual-
ize everything to suit our fancy…
[and if] we can personalize our 
music, movies, and food, why 
can’t we customize Jesus the way 
we want?” 

“The second reason? Our 
mind works like a hammer and 
chisel, forming the real Jesus into 
a creature of our making—carving 
out that which is uncomfortable 
and adding enhancements to 
please our desires. We typically 
reshape and reform the Lord into 
the image of ourselves. Life is eas-
ier when Jesus is redefined to fit 
our agenda and dreams.” 

 “There is only one authentic 
and real Jesus Christ. As we con-
fess in the Apostles’ Creed, there 
is one Jesus Christ ‘who was con-
ceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. He descended 
into hell. The third day he rose 
from the dead.’ However, despite 
there being only one Jesus, we 
find an overabundance of forger-
ies in North America.” 

“These false christs are por-
trayed, talked about, and beloved 
within our large North American 
culture. Like all the Santa Clauses 
scattered across our malls during 
the Christmas season, there are 
dozens upon dozens of look-alike 
false christs scattered across 
America’s churches and in homes. 
Like all the Elvises roaming the 
streets of Vegas, these look-alike 
christs roam in and out of our spir-
itual conversations and lives and 
beliefs. These christs may look 
like Jesus and sound like Jesus, 
but they are nothing more than 
counterfeits. They are pseudo 
christs. They are false christs. Like 
the mall Santa Clauses and the 
Vegas Elvises, they are not real, 
even though they are embraced, 
loved, promoted, revered, and 
sometimes even taught by well-
meaning, yet misinformed Chris-
tians.” 

 
SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS 

9:15-10:15AM 
In the cafeteria 

 
Want the Book? 

It is available from   
Concordia Publishing House 

(cph.org) and other 
booksellers. 

THE REAL JESUS? 
The following is borrowed and adapted from the introduction of “Will the  

Real Jesus Please Stand Up?” by LCMS Pastor Matthew Richard. This book will 
give the outline for Sunday Bible Class over the next couple of weeks. Hopefully, 

this will give you a little background as to why this book has been chosen and 
encourage you to join in on any Sunday you are able. 
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free to generously donate to any and all of their ac-
tivities. 

Our final activity took place on March 14 as 
grades 5-8 took part in Northland Lutheran High 
School’s “Academic Challenge”.  Due to COVID-19 
it was the first time in 3 years that this event was 
able to be held.  Once again, our students did an 
awesome job of representing themselves and our 
school, this time in the world of academics.  Besides 
multiple 1st and 2nd place ribbons being earned for 
their artistic talents, congratulations go out to the 
following teams earning special awards:   

Grades 5&6 = 1st place in science – Keegan 
Cavanaugh, Max Gaccetta, and Brody Wenzel, and 
overall 1st place – Chloe Aumann, Lanny Boyles, 
Katie Garbisch, and Sienna Preston. 

Grades 7&8 = 1st place in the Bible Bowl – Ker-
rie Aumann, Vanessa Christenson, Kaiden Fair-
banks, and Chase Leberg, and overall 3rd place – 
Liz Dunn, Xaris Sellnow, and Chloe Trzebiatowski.   

And so, as our Lenten journey winds to Jesus’ 
cross and culminates with the joy of Easter Sunday’s 
empty tomb, may our minds and hearts rejoice that 
in the city of David a Savior was born for you and for 
me, He is Christ the Lord!  How beautifully those 
paraphrased words of the Christmas angel still echo 
in our ears as we sing, “I know that my Redeemer 
lives!” May these thoughts and words inspire us all 
to share that message of love and certain hope with 
others!  † 

 SPORTS, YOUTH RALLY, AND MORE!  
by Staff Minister Randy Pahl 

Sooo much has taken place that we need to 
share with you since out last newsletter article! 

First, back in February our St. Paul’s Panthers 
wrapped up the basketball season with the annual 
NLHS Grade School Tournament.  The team was af-
forded the opportunity to play in three games on 
Saturday, February 26. After an opening round loss 
to eventual champion, Zion Lutheran of Rhinelander, 
the squad rallied for a thrilling overtime victory 
against Immanuel, Medford!  And, even though they 
came up short on the scoreboard in their final game 
against Our Savior’s of Wausau, they continually 
showed grit and determination in addition to letting 
their lights shine off the court as well.  Congratula-
tions to our team, coaches, and fans for another en-
joyable season! 

Next, it was time to coordinate all of the intrica-
cies that needed to be worked through for the SPYs 
trip to Knoxville, Tennessee, this summer during the 
last week of June.  Thanks to the efforts of many, 
teenagers from twelve area churches have been af-
forded the opportunity to climb aboard a bus and 
head south for a week’s worth of adventure and 
spiritual growth!  Fundraisers have already taken 
place (St. Paul’s – Advent & Lenten meals – thanks, 
once again, for all of the hard work and effort put 
forth by Kent and Kristie Schroeder) and will contin-
ue to do so up until the time of the journey.  The 
hope is to defray the per person cost with the in-
volvement of as many of the congregations as possi-
ble.  Please keep these endeavors in your thoughts 
and prayers!  Also, if you are so moved, please feel 

Right: Pastor Plagenz reads picture 
books to lower grade students in the 

Welcome Center. 

Left: MLC student, Joseph Nash, got 
some Early Field experience in our 

7th-8th grade classroom.  
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LUTHERAN WOMEN’S 
MISSIONARY SOCIETY 

 
Wisconsin River Valley Circuit 

Spring Rally 
Saturday, April 9 ~ 9:00-11:30AM 

Divine Word, Plover, 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learn more at LWMS.org 
 

It has been recommended by St. Paul’s Board of 
Christian Education and voted on by St. Paul’s 
Church council to close Little Lambs Child Develop-
ment Center as of August 19, 2022.    

The main reason for the closing is a lack of staff.  
Little Lambs has been dealing with a shortage of staff 
for some time.  Some of our lead teachers will be 
leaving us soon for personal reasons.  All of our at-
tempts to hire new workers have failed.   

The final decision to close Little Lambs Child De-
velopment Center will be made by the congregation-
al voters at the April Voters’ Meeting. 

We plan to continue to provide care as we are 
able for all of our Little Lambs rooms through August 
19th. 

Our 3K, 4K, and Before/After School Programs 
will remain unchanged for the future. We will still of-
fer Before/After Care for 4K and up from 7:00-8:30am 
and from 3:30-4:30pm. Our half-day 3K, which runs 
from 8:30-11:45am, will still offer wrap-around care 
from 7:00-8:30am and from 11:45am-4:30pm.   

It is with a heavy heart that we make this an-
nouncement. However, we simply cannot fulfill our 
mission to provide quality Christian childcare with 
the current staff in place. Give thanks to God for the 
many blessings that were showered upon those in-
volved in the Little Lambs ministry.  Please pray that 
the Lord will allow us to reopen Little Lambs in the 
near future. 

For more information about the closing, see the 
letter from President Kent Schroeder which was 
placed in your church mailbox.  Information will also 
be provided prior to the Voters’ Meeting on April 19.  

 

 As the weather changes, so does Dime & Dollar!  
Whether it be décor or apparel, shop our Easter and 
spring displays.  From babies to adults, we have 
something for everyone.  As we turn the calendar to 
spring activities, check out our prom section for a 
stunning dress or our sports section for soccer 
cleats. 

TIME TO SHOP, VOLUNTEER, & DONATE! 

We are always looking for more volunteers so 
stop by to pick up an application.  Consider donat-
ing your seasonal items on Tuesdays (11am to 2pm) 
or Thursdays (1pm to 4pm).  Store hours are Mon-
day thru Friday 10am to 4pm (until 5pm beginning 
April 1st) and Saturdays from 10am to 2pm.  Dime & 
Dollar is located at 1351 8th St., S. next to LaT-
aqueria Mexican Restaurant in Wisconsin Rapids. † 

 DIME & DOLLAR  
WELCOMES SPRING!   

By Jan Peronto  

FUTURE PLANS  
FOR LITTLE LAMBS 

LISTENING SESSION 
Sunday, April 10 at 9:15AM 

 

VOTERS’ MEETING 
Tuesday, April 19 at 6:30PM 
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~ With the Lord ~ 
 Frederick Brinkman  

Renee Nieman 

 In an ongoing effort to give you a more com-
plete understanding of the church’s finances, each 
month we will have additional, more detailed infor-
mation to share. 

Organ Fund 
For the month of February, we received gifts to-

taling $5,509 for the organ repair fund. The current 
account balance, $37,527.20 is sufficient to cover the 
next payment of $37,169.40! What remains is the fi-
nal 10% ($12,389.80) that is due once the organ is 
back and is accepted by us. Thanks be to God that 
we have been able to fund the 90% needed to date 
for the repairs! 

Pastoral Retreat Door Offering 
Total gifts received from the door offering for the 

pastors’ expenses to travel to Texas in April were 
$3,868. Thank you to all who helped make this op-
portunity possible for our pastors and their wives.  

Estate Gift Received 
We recently received a gift of $5,000 from the 

estate of the late Edward Haferman.  Allocation of 
the gift will be on the agenda for the next Leader-
ship Council meeting. 

SCRIP Income 
Dollars received from the SCRIP program to-

taled $683.54 this past month. What a simple way to 
enable your dollars to help support our ministries!  
Have questions about SCRIP?  Stop by the SCRIP ta-
ble on Sundays and we will be happy to explain the 
process to you. 

Please look over the Treasurer’s Report for more 
information on our weekly giving receipts. We are 
truly blessed with the many varied gifts we receive, 
and not just the dollars and cents. Many gifts of time 
and talent are offered up here each month for which 
we are thankful as well. 

If you have any questions regarding this finan-
cial snapshot, do not hesitate to ask me. I can be 
reached at 5JAnderson@charter.net or 715-423-
5922. 

P.S. Last month’s update did yield a question.      
I reported the MinisTREE door offering for January 
was $600. The question was how much was given in 
December 2021?  The answer was $8,562. Thanks 
for asking! † 

 FINANCIAL SNAPSHOT 
By Michael Anderson, Financial Secretary  

Organ Update: 

The organ console (the part the organists sits at and 
plays) was disassembled and removed from the build-
ing on March 10.  It is our hope that the restoration 
work will be completed quickly. In the meantime, our 
accompanists will use the Clavinova digital piano. 

 

 
CELEBRATE EASTER  

WITH FLOWERS 
 

Purchase flowers and plants 
that will beautify the church for 
Easter, and then beautify your 

home or garden. 
 

See the display in the Welcome 
Center for selection and pricing. 
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CATECHISM CORNER 
Why is it proper for us to call God our Father? 
Malachi 2:10  Don’t we all have one Father? Hasn’t one God created us?  

2 Corinthians 6:18  I will be your Father, and you will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Al-
mighty.  

Galatians 4:4,5  But when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son to be born of a woman, so that 
he would be born under the law, in order to redeem those under the law, so that we would be adopt-
ed as sons.  

Galatians 4:6 And because you are sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts to shout, “Abba, 
Father!”  

Psalm 103:13  As a father has compassion on his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who 
fear him.  

We call God our Father because he created us and adopted us into his family through Christ’s re-
demption. Our heavenly Father loves us and cares deeply for us. 

 
- Luther’s Catechism © 2017 NPH 

Current Expenses 
· In memory of Dennis & Gary Stensberg’s brother, 

Tom, given by Inge Johnson and Stephanie Bathke 
· In memory of Marla Mueller’s sister, Donna Hof-

schild given by Inge Johnson and Stephanie Bathke 
· In memory of Bob Hetzel given by Maurice & Lor-

raine Loomans and Daniel & Kimberly Loomans 
· In memory of Fred Brinkman given by Mark 

Gaulke 
· In memory of Renee Nieman given by Stephanie 

Bathke, Larry Ubinger, and Inge Johnson 
· In memory of Lloyd Brock given by Marilyn Foley 
Organ Fund 
· In memory of Lavern Becker given by Marilyn Fo-

ley, David & Ann Lepak, David & Kim Brusset, Lin-
da Pollnow, Edna Haferman, and Scott & Lori Good-
win 

· In memory of Donna Hofschild given by Marvin & 
Dorothy Raasch, Betty Meyer, Barb Manz, Edna 
Haferman, Mike & Judy Anderson, and Gary & Lin-
da Jones 

· In memory of Fred Brinkman given by Marvin & 
Dorothy Raasch and Anita Simenson 

Special Gifts & Memorials  
Through March 13, 2022 

· In memory of Russ Pollnow’s birthday given by Lin-
da Pollnow 

· In memory of Tom Stensberg given by Barb Manz, 
and Edna Haferman 

· In memory of Janet Heister’s son given by Barb 
Manz 

· In memory of Troy Raflik, the nephew of Marvin 
Raasch, given by Edna Haferman 

· In memory of Renee Nieman given by Edna Haf-
erman, Dorothy Ubinger, Mark & Marla Maxwell, 
and Lonne & Amy Ubinger 

· In memory of Alvin Haferman’s birthday given by 
his children 

· In memory of Helen Kuhn given by Anita Simenson 
St. Paul’s Student Assistance Fund 
·  In memory of Martin Obsuszt’s father given by 

Edna Haferman 
School  
· In memory of Vernon Meyer given by Nona Henke 

& Robert Stake  and David & Kari Kellen 
· In memory of Fred Brinkman given by Betty Meyer 
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April 2022 edition 

  
1RQ-3URILW� 

2UJDQL]DWLRQ 
86�3RVWDJH 

3DLG 
3HUPLW�1R���� 

Pastor Lucas Proeber ȉ 989-780-3184 ȉ pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org 
Pastor Peter Plagenz ȉ�920-689-3036· pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 
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Maundy Thursday at 4:00 & 6:30PM 
Good Friday at 12:10 & 6:30PM 
Easter Sunday at 7:00 & 9:30AM  


